
HB 2304 -- PHYSICIAN LICENSURE

SPONSOR: Frederick

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing Committee on
Professional Registration and Licensing by a vote of 15 to 1.
Voted "Do Pass" by the Select Committee on General Laws by a vote
of 8 to 0.

This bill provides that an applicant for licensure as a physician
or a surgeon who does not achieve a passing score within three
attempts on a licensing exam administered in one or more states may
petition the State Board of Registration for the Healing Arts for
an exception to such requirement based upon unusual or extenuating
circumstances. An applicant who does not pass a step of the United
States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) within three attempts
or does not pass all three steps within a seven year period may
also petition the board for an exception. Applicants must provide
proof of successful completion of the USMLE or an exam administered
by the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners, rather than
just proof of completion.

The bill removes the provision that specifies that in order for the
board to waive licensure requirements for an applicant who is
licensed in another state the applicant must be certified by a
certifying agency in the applicant's area of specialty.

The state must not require adherence to the Federation of State
Medical Boards' framework as a condition for physician license
renewal or any form of specialty medical board certification to
practice medicine within the state. The State Board of
Registration for the Healing Arts or any other state agency must
not discriminate against physicians who do not maintain specialty
medical board certification.

This bill is similar to SB 772 (2016).

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that in some cases there are
extenuating circumstances that prevent an individual from passing a
licensing exam. The board should have the authority to grant an
exception to the licensure rule when appropriate.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Frederick; Missouri
State Medical Association; David Pulliam, Missouri Academy Of
Family Physicians; Wes Powell; and Jennifer Powell.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.


